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1. Introduction

The seven trumpets and bowls in Revelation 8 & 16 were all fulfilled within the forty-two-month 
and five-month prophecies of Revelation. We have no need to fear this happening in our lifetime 
because Jesus promised the Great Tribulation would happen within forty years.


A. Similarities Between Bowls and Trumpets 

In Revelation 8-9, seven trumpets are identified, while seven bowls are found in Revelation 16-17. 
Both the bowls and the trumpets are released by a numbered angel, indicating that the first bowl 
and first trumpet are released by the first angel. The second angel then releases the second 
trumpet and the second bowl, and this pattern continues.


B. Revelation is Not Chronological 

With the same angel releasing both the trumpet and the bowl there is obvious similarities between 
them, showing a repeat in Revelation 16 and 17 from Revelation 8 and 9. This highlights the 
importance of understanding that this is not a chronological book. Sometimes it looks into the 
future end of the Millennium, other times it reverts back to the time of Jesus birth (Revelation 12) 
and the birth of the church (Revelation 13) and His enthronement (Revelation 4).


Theologians such as William Hendricksen have recognised the repetitive nature of the kingdom 
throughout Revelation in More Than Conquerors.
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2. First Trumpet: Vegetation Destroyed

 
The first angel sounds the first trumpet, bringing the destruction of one-third of the trees and all 
the green grass.


REVELATION 8:7 
THE FIRST ANGEL SOUNDED: AND HAIL AND FIRE FOLLOWED, MINGLED WITH BLOOD, 
AND THEY WERE THROWN TO THE EARTH. AND A THIRD OF THE TREES WERE BURNED 
UP, AND ALL GREEN GRASS WAS BURNED UP. 

A. Thrown to the Earth 

This trumpet was followed by hail and fire. The hail with fire is a sign of God’s defeat of His 
enemies, as seen in the story of Moses and Egypt.


EXODUS 9:23 
AND MOSES STRETCHED OUT HIS ROD TOWARD HEAVEN; AND THE LORD SENT 
THUNDER AND HAIL, AND FIRE DARTED TO THE GROUND. AND THE LORD RAINED HAIL 
ON THE LAND OF EGYPT. 

Revelation describes Jerusalem as being like Egypt, which is interpreted as a warning of 
judgement to come upon the city.


REVELATION 11:8 
AND THEIR DEAD BODIES WILL LIE IN THE STREET OF THE GREAT CITY WHICH 
SPIRITUALLY IS CALLED SODOM AND EGYPT, WHERE ALSO OUR LORD WAS CRUCIFIED. 

B. Trees Cut Down 

The trumpet signalled the burning of one-third of the trees. It was a common Roman practice to 
fell all the trees surrounding a city under siege. In Jerusalem they cut down trees 16 kilometres 
around the city to construct siege works. These trees were also used for cooking and heating at 
night and to send fiery rocks over the city walls.


JOSEPHUS' WAR OF THE JEWS 6.5 
THE ROMANS, … RAISED THEIR BANKS IN ONE-AND-TWENTY DAYS, AFTER THEY HAD 
CUT DOWN ALL THE TREES THAT WERE IN THE COUNTRY THAT ADJOINED TO THE CITY, 
AND THAT FOR NINETY FURLONGS ROUND ABOUT 

C. Grass Burned 

During the siege of Jerusalem, grass, orchards and hedges were also destroyed. Furthermore, the 
Jewish forces fired flaming arrows at the Romans, which would have ignited the summer grasses.


JOSEPHUS WAR OF THE JEWS 5.108-109 
THEY DEMOLISHED ALL THE HEDGES AND WALLS THE INHABITANTS HAD CONSTRUCTED 
AROUND THEIR GARDENS AND GROVES OF TREES, CUT DOWN THE FRUIT TREES 
BETWEEN THEM AND THE CITY WALL, FILLED IN THE HOLLOWS AND CHASMS AND 
DESTROYED THE ROCKY PRECIPICES WITH IRON INSTRUMENTS. THIS MADE THE AREA 
LEVEL FROM SCOPUS TO HEROD’S MONUMENTS, WHICH WERE ADJACENT TO THE 
SERPENT’S POOL. 

D. Famine 

We also know that one of the worst famines in human history occurred during the forty years from 
Jesus’ prophecy to the destruction of Jerusalem. It spread from Rome to India and involved 
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Judea. Its severity caused the land of modern Iran and Iraq to take 100 years to rebuild its 
population to its pre-famine level. This famine would have burneed up the grasses.


ACTS 11:28 
THEN ONE OF THEM, NAMED AGABUS, STOOD UP AND SHOWED BY THE SPIRIT THAT 
THERE WAS GOING TO BE A GREAT FAMINE THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD, WHICH ALSO 
HAPPENED IN THE DAYS OF CLAUDIUS CAESAR. 

E. Siege of Jerusalem 

Another interpretation of this verse is more specific to the five-month prophecy in Revelation’s 
next chapter, the fifth trumpet.  Roman siege weapons launched rocks, often set ablaze, and 
would send people’s heads and even whole bodies across the walls, mingled with blood. This 
interpretation aligns with the mention of the same in the seventh bowl.


REVELATION 16:21 
AND GREAT HAIL FROM HEAVEN FELL UPON MEN, EACH HAILSTONE ABOUT THE WEIGHT 
OF A TALENT. MEN BLASPHEMED GOD BECAUSE OF THE PLAGUE OF THE HAIL, SINCE 
THAT PLAGUE WAS EXCEEDINGLY GREAT. 

F. Do Not Destroy the Trees or Grass 

If we read on to the Fifth Trumpet in Chapter 9, it appears to be a contradiction. However, this 
mistranslation has been examined in detail in the topic of the five-month prophecy of Revelation.


TRUMPET BOWL FULFILLMENT

ONE Vegetation 
destroyed

Loathsome sores Both occurred during the siege of Jerusalem

TWO Sea Turns to 
Blood

Sea Turns to Blood 23 Sivan 67 CE (June 24 67 CE) Mediterranean 
Sea

Elul 11 67 CE (Sept 9 67 CE) Sea of Galilee

Adar 12 68 CE (March 4) Dead Sea

THREE Water Bitter Titus blocked water during siege of Jerusalem,

THREE Water to Blood Jews drink blood of Jews during the siege.

Rivers including the Jordan turned red with blood

FOUR Heavens Struck First night and last seven days of Jerusalem siege

FOUR Sun Scorches 26 Sivan 67 CE (June 27, 67 CE) Mt Gerizim 
11,200 Jews killed by sun waiting for God’s 
deliverance from Romans

FIVE Pit Opened Judgement on those 
wanting to defect to 
the romans

Five Months siege of Jerusalem

SIX Euphrates Dries 
up

Two armies of 10,000 Xth Legion of 10,000 horseman and  
XIIth Legion of 10,000 come from Euphrates to 
attack Israel

SEVEN Earthquake, lighnings 
and nnoise

Start of forty two-months, 1260-day 1290 day, 
1335-day

SEVEN Kingdom 
Proclaimed

See notes but end of 1335-day prophecy
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3. First Bowl: Loathsome Sores


During Jerusalem’s five-month siege, the city was divided into three factions: John of Gischala, 
Simon ben Giora and his Gentile Idumeans, and those who desired submission to Caesar. This is 
what Revelation 16:19 refers to.


REVELATION 16:19 
NOW THE GREAT CITY WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, AND THE CITIES OF THE 
NATIONS FELL. AND GREAT BABYLON WAS REMEMBERED BEFORE GOD, TO GIVE HER 
THE CUP OF THE WINE OF THE FIERCENESS OF HIS WRATH. 

The bodies of those murdered by the Idumeans under John of Gischala, including those killed by 
Simon ben Giora’s Idumeans and Jewish zealots, were piled up in the thousands. They lay in 
subterranean caves, houses and streets for a full five months, which would have undoubtedly 
brought pestilence upon the city of Jerusalem.


REVELATION 16:2 
SO THE FIRST WENT AND POURED OUT HIS BOWL UPON THE EARTH, AND A FOUL AND 
LOATHSOME SORE CAME UPON THE MEN WHO HAD THE MARK OF THE BEAST AND 
THOSE WHO WORSHIPED HIS IMAGE. 

However, it was those who bore the mark of the beast who were afflicted by this. As the cities fell 
in April 67 CE, John of Gischala permitted people to enter Jerusalem to recruit for his army. Many 
of these individuals, from all social classes, attempted to persuade others to submit to Nero (the 
Antichrist) after the Passover of 67 CE. Those who expressed a desire to surrender the city to 
Nero were executed.


It was these individuals who were compelled to conceal themselves among the deceased from 
John of Gischala, Simon ben Giora and the Idumeans. This resulted in the rapid spread of disease 
from the dead to the living, with sores spreading.
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4. The Sea Turns to Blood


The second angel sounded the trumpet concerning judgement on the sea.


REVELATION 8:8-9 
THEN THE SECOND ANGEL SOUNDED: AND SOMETHING LIKE A GREAT MOUNTAIN 
BURNING WITH FIRE WAS THROWN INTO THE SEA, AND A THIRD OF THE SEA BECAME 
BLOOD. AND A THIRD OF THE LIVING CREATURES IN THE SEA DIED, AND A THIRD OF THE 
SHIPS WERE DESTROYED. 

The second angel also poured out a bowl onto the sea


REVELATION 16:3 
THEN THE SECOND ANGEL POURED OUT HIS BOWL ON THE SEA, AND IT BECAME BLOOD 
AS OF A DEAD MAN; AND EVERY LIVING CREATURE IN THE SEA DIED. 

A. Mediterranean Sea Piracy 

The Jewish community had engaged in piracy in the Mediterranean since the Maccabean revolt. 
At the outset of the First Jewish-Roman War, they commenced the construction of a new fleet of 
pirate vessels.


JOSEPHUS WAR OF THE JEWS 3.9.2 
THEY ALSO BUILT THEMSELVES A GREAT MANY PIRATICAL SHIPS, AND TURNED PIRATES 
UPON THE SEAS NEAR TO SYRIA, AND PHOENICIA, AND EGYPT, AND MADE THOSE SEAS 
UNNAVIGABLE TO ALL MEN. 

In July 67 CE, Vespasian arrived at Joppa, the pirates’ base, forcing them to flee to sea. A violent 
storm subsequently caused the ships to sink. The Jews attempted to reach shore, where they 
either drowned or were massacred.


JOSEPHUS WAR OF THE JEWS 3.9.3 
ALTHOUGH THE GREATEST PART OF THEM WERE CARRIED BY THE WAVES, AND DASHED 
TO PIECES AGAINST THE ABRUPT PARTS OF THE ROCKS, INSOMUCH THAT THE SEA WAS 
BLOODY A LONG WAY, AND THE MARITIME PARTS WERE FULL OF DEAD BODIES; FOR THE 
ROMANS CAME UPON THOSE THAT WERE CARRIED TO THE SHORE, AND DESTROYED 
THEM; AND THE NUMBER OF THE BODIES THAT WERE THUS THROWN OUT OF THE SEA 
WAS FOUR THOUSAND AND TWO HUNDRED. 

B. Sea of Galilee Defeat 

During the attack on Caesarea, a naval battle occurred on the Sea of Galilee between Roman and 
Jewish ships. Josephus records that the sea turned red due to the large number of Jewish 
casualties when Vespasian pursued them onto the water.


JOSEPHUS WAR OF THE JEWS 3.10.9 
IF THEY LIFTED THEIR HEADS UP ABOVE THE WATER THEY WERE EITHER KILLED BY 
DARTS, OR CAUGHT BY THE VESSELS; BUT IF, … THEY ATTEMPTED TO SWIM TO THEIR 
ENEMIES, THE ROMANS CUT OFF EITHER THEIR HEADS OR THEIR HANDS; BUT … WHEN 
THEY WERE GETTING ASHORE, THEY WERE KILLED BY THE DARTS UPON THE LAKE; AND 
THE ROMANS LEAPED OUT OF THEIR VESSELS, AND DESTROYED A GREAT MANY MORE 
UPON THE LAND: ONE MIGHT THEN SEE THE LAKE ALL BLOODY, AND FULL OF DEAD 
BODIES, FOR NOT ONE OF THEM ESCAPED. … FOR AS FOR THE SHORES, THEY WERE 
FULL OF SHIPWRECKS, AND OF DEAD BODIES ALL SWELLED; AND AS THE DEAD BODIES 
WERE INFLAMED BY THE SUN, AND PUTREFIED, THEY CORRUPTED THE AIR... THIS WAS 
THE UPSHOT OF THE SEA FIGHT. THE NUMBER OF THE SLAIN, INCLUDING THOSE WHO 
WERE KILLED IN THE CITY BEFORE, WAS SIX THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED. 
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5. Third Angel: The Waters Turn to Blood


A. Third Trumpet and Bowl 

A similar occurrence is observed in the rivers and springs of water, notably with the third Trumpet 
sound.


REVELATION 8:10-11 
THEN THE THIRD ANGEL SOUNDED: AND A GREAT STAR FELL FROM HEAVEN, BURNING 
LIKE A TORCH, AND IT FELL ON A THIRD OF THE RIVERS AND ON THE SPRINGS OF 
WATER. THE NAME OF THE STAR IS WORMWOOD. A THIRD OF THE WATERS BECAME 
WORMWOOD, AND MANY MEN DIED FROM THE WATER, BECAUSE IT WAS MADE BITTER. 

And the same with the third bowl:


REVELATION 16:4 
THEN THE THIRD ANGEL POURED OUT HIS BOWL ON THE RIVERS AND SPRINGS OF 
WATER, AND THEY BECAME BLOOD. 

The fulfilment of this prophecy is evident in Josephus’ writings concerning the Great Tribulation.


JOSEPHUS WAR OF THE JEWS 4.7.6 
AND JORDAN COULD NOT BE PASSED OVER, BY REASON OF THE DEAD BODIES THAT 
WERE IN IT, BUT BECAUSE THE LAKE ASPHALTITIS WAS ALSO FULL OF DEAD BODIES, 
THAT WERE CARRIED DOWN INTO IT BY THE RIVER 

B. Contaminated Wells 

The Greek word for ‘springs of water’ also refers to wells. It was a common Roman practice in 
Galilee and Judea to dispose of the dead in wells, sometimes with the deliberate intent of 
contaminating the water and forcing inhabitants to abandon the area.


C. Jews Drank Other Jews' Blood 

REVELATION 16:6 
FOR THEY HAVE SHED THE BLOOD OF SAINTS AND PROPHETS, AND YOU HAVE GIVEN 
THEM BLOOD TO DRINK. FOR IT IS THEIR JUST DUE.” 

Simon, John and the Idumeans consumed the blood of the other Jews they slaughtered.


JOSEPHUS WAR OF THE JEWS 5.10.4 
HE WHO WAS UTTERLY DESPOILED OF WHAT HE HAD BY SIMON WAS SENT BACK AGAIN 
TO JOHN, AS OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN ALREADY PLUNDERED BY JOHN. SIMON GOT 
WHAT REMAINED, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DRANK THE BLOOD OF THE POPULACE TO ONE 
ANOTHER, AND DIVIDED THE DEAD BODIES OF THE POOR CREATURES BETWEEN THEM 

D. Kill the Prophets 

Revelation 6:6 states that they also killed the prophets. Jesus predicted and Josephus confirmed 
that prophets would be killed in that generation.


MATTHEW 23:34-36 
I AM SENDING YOU PROPHETS AND WISE MEN AND TEACHERS.  SOME OF THEM YOU 
WILL KILL AND CRUCIFY; OTHERS YOU WILL FLOG IN YOUR SYNAGOGUES AND PURSUE 
FROM TOWN TO TOWN.  …  I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, ALL THIS WILL COME UPON THIS 
GENERATION. “O JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM, YOU WHO KILL THE PROPHETS AND STONE 
THOSE SENT TO YOU: 
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6. Fourth Trumpet: Heavenly Bodies Struck


REVELATION 8:12 
THEN THE FOURTH ANGEL SOUNDED: AND A THIRD OF THE SUN WAS STRUCK, A THIRD 
OF THE MOON, AND A THIRD OF THE STARS, SO THAT A THIRD OF THEM WERE 
DARKENED. A THIRD OF THE DAY DID NOT SHINE, AND LIKEWISE THE NIGHT. 

A. Darkness 

Revelation 8’s description of darkness is realised twice during the five month siege of Jerusalem 
from Nisan 15 to Elul 14 of 70 CE. Firstly, a blood moon occurred on the day the five-month 
prophecy of Revelation 9 commenced—when Titus laid siege to Jerusalem. Secondly, from 1–7 
September 70 CE, the full moon turned red, the sun was darkened and the stars were obscured 
as Jerusalem burned.


Firstly, on the day the five-month prophecy of Revelation 9 commenced—when Titus laid siege to 
Jerusalem—a blood moon occurred. Then, from 1–7 September 70 CE, the full moon turned red, 
the sun was darkened and the stars were obscured as Jerusalem burned.


B. Joseph's Dream 

However, there is a spiritual interpretation to the fourth trumpet sound. In his dream concerning 
Jacob and the 12 tribes, Joseph has a dream of sun, moon and stars:


GENESIS 37:910  
… AND (JOSEPH) SAID, "LOOK, I HAVE DREAMED ANOTHER DREAM. AND THIS TIME, THE SUN, 
THE MOON, AND THE ELEVEN STARS BOWED DOWN TO ME.” SO HE TOLD IT TO HIS FATHER AND 
HIS BROTHERS; AND HIS FATHER REBUKED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS THIS DREAM THAT 
YOU HAVE DREAMED? SHALL YOUR MOTHER AND I AND YOUR BROTHERS INDEED COME TO 
BOW DOWN TO THE EARTH BEFORE YOU?” 
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C. ONE-THIRD OF THE JEWS' DEATHS 

In the fourth trumpet passage, it states that one-third of the Jewish people will perish. In our 
discussion on wars and rumours of wars, we found the following statistics:


Percentage of Jews killed in Jesus' Last Days Prophecy


One-third of all Jews were indeed killed by war alone in the first forty years of Jesus’ Last Day’s 
Prophecy. While it is accurate to state that only 31% were killed, not 33.3%, it is important to note 
that this table only accounts for those in major cities. Many more died in the fields and villages 
surrounding them.


War Time Period Jewish  
Population  
Killed

Worldwide Jewish 
Population

Percentsge 
Killed

Jewish-Roman Conflicts 37 - 66 CE 128,000 4,200,000 3%

Start of the Great 
Tribulation (First Jewish-
Roman War) 
until the Surrounding of 
Jerusalem

27th December 66 
CE (Nero declares 
war) to 13th April 70 
CE

>71,800 4,200,000 2%

Destruction of Jerusalem April 14 (Nisan 15) 
70 CE until 
September 8th (Elul 
14) 70 CE

1,100,000 4,200,000 26.2

Total 40-year Generation 30 - 70 CE >1,299,800 4,200,000 31%
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7. Fourth Bowl: Men Are Scorched


REVELATION 16:8-9 
THEN THE FOURTH ANGEL POURED OUT HIS BOWL ON THE SUN, AND POWER WAS GIVEN 
TO HIM TO SCORCH MEN WITH FIRE. AND MEN WERE SCORCHED WITH GREAT HEAT, AND 
THEY BLASPHEMED THE NAME OF GOD WHO HAS POWER OVER THESE PLAGUES; AND 
THEY DID NOT REPENT AND GIVE HIM GLORY. 

A. Mount Gerizim 

Mount Gerizim was the mountain associated with the blessings in Deuteronomy 27. Mount Ebal 
stands to the south with a valley inbetween. It was on Mount Ebal that the curses of Deuteronomy 
were shouted


According to Josephus, on 27 June 67 CE, the Jews from Gerizim ascended Mount Gerizim to 
escape the Romans during the siege of Jotapata.


JOSEPHUS WAR OF THE JEWS 3.7.32 
NOW IT HAPPENED THAT THE SAMARITANS, WHO WERE NOW DESTITUTE OF WATER, 
WERE INFLAMED WITH A VIOLENT HEAT (FOR IT WAS SUMMERTIME, AND THE MULTITUDE 
HAD NOT PROVIDED THEMSELVES WITH NECESSARIES), INSOMUCH THAT SOME OF THEM 
DIED THAT VERY DAY WITH HEAT, WHILE OTHERS OF THEM PREFERRED SLAVERY 
BEFORE SUCH A DEATH AS THAT WAS, AND FLED TO THE ROMANS 

At the mountain’s base, the Romans observed the death toll rise.  The Jews refused to surrender 
and by the day’s end, their severely weakened opponents from dehydration prompted the 
Romans to attack.  The sun and resulting battle claimed 11,600 lives on the mountain that day.


B. Old Covenant Blessings No Longer Protect 

Mount Gerizim was the mountain associated with the blessings in Deuteronomy. They were 
clinging to the promises of the Old Covenant, believing these could save them.


DEUTERONOMY 27:11-13 
AND MOSES COMMANDED THE PEOPLE ON THE SAME DAY, SAYING, "THESE SHALL 
STAND ON MOUNT GERIZIM TO BLESS THE PEOPLE, WHEN YOU HAVE CROSSED OVER 
THE JORDAN: SIMEON, LEVI, JUDAH, ISSACHAR, JOSEPH, AND BENJAMIN; AND THESE 
SHALL STAND ON MOUNT EBAL TO CURSE: REUBEN, GAD, ASHER, ZEBULUN, DAN, AND 
NAPHTALI. 

This is a valuable lesson. The law has died, along with the blessings of Mount Gerizim and the 
curses of Mount Ebal. Some believe we can still claim the Old Covenant’s blessings, but if the law 
has been fulfilled, then all of it has. The Jews believed standing on this mountain would bestow 
blessings. For example:


DEUTERONOMY 28:7 
"THE LORD WILL CAUSE YOUR ENEMIES WHO RISE AGAINST YOU TO BE DEFEATED 
BEFORE YOUR FACE; THEY SHALL COME OUT AGAINST YOU ONE WAY AND FLEE BEFORE 
YOU SEVEN WAYS. 

In 67 CE, the Jews may have quoted this scripture with great faith but 11,600 still perished on the 
very mountain as the promises of a broken covenant proved futile.


© Use by Permission Dr N Westerbeek van Eerten D.Miss Page  of 9 18

https://www.awakening.co.nz/teachings-the-law-no-longer-applies/


Awakening Impact Ministries Bowls and Trumpets 
Of 

Revelation 

C. Mountain of Beatitudes. 

Under the New Covenant, there are also blessings from a different mountain, 60km north east in 
Galilee. Following his resurrection, Jesus instructed the disciples to travel to the mountain in 
Galilee where he had delivered the Beatitudes.


MATTHEW 28:16 
THEN THE ELEVEN DISCIPLES WENT AWAY INTO GALILEE, TO THE MOUNTAIN WHICH 
JESUS HAD APPOINTED FOR THEM. 

The Great Commission was delivered on the Mountain of the Beatitudes, not on the mountain 
where the Old Covenant’s blessings were bestowed 60 kilometres southwest.


MATTHEW 28:18-20 
AND JESUS CAME AND SPOKE TO THEM, SAYING, "ALL AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO 
ME IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH. GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE 
NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT, TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS THAT I HAVE COMMANDED YOU; 
AND LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE AGE." AMEN. 
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D. New Covenant Mount of Blessing 

The New Covenant Blessings aren’t found in Deuteronomy 27 and the curses of chapter 28 don’t 
affect us.  Instead our blessings are those summarised by Jesus in the Beatitudes in the gospels.


MATTHEW 5:3-11 
"BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN, FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED. 
BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH. 
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEY 
SHALL BE FILLED.  
BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL, FOR THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCY. 
BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD. 
BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF GOD. 
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, FOR THEIRS 
IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

E. Samaritan Woman at the Well 

JOHN 4:4 
SO HE CAME TO A CITY OF SAMARIA WHICH IS CALLED SYCHAR, ... JESUS ANSWERED 
AND SAID TO HER, "IF YOU KNEW THE GIFT OF GOD, AND WHO IT IS WHO SAYS TO YOU, 
'GIVE ME A DRINK,' YOU WOULD HAVE ASKED HIM, AND HE WOULD HAVE GIVEN YOU 
LIVING WATER." ... JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO HER, "WHOEVER DRINKS OF THIS 
WATER WILL THIRST AGAIN, BUT WHOEVER DRINKS OF THE WATER THAT I SHALL GIVE 
HIM WILL NEVER THIRST. BUT THE WATER THAT I SHALL GIVE HIM WILL BECOME IN HIM A 
FOUNTAIN OF WATER SPRINGING UP INTO EVERLASTING LIFE." ...OUR FATHERS 
WORSHIPED ON THIS MOUNTAIN, AND YOU JEWS SAY THAT IN JERUSALEM IS THE PLACE 
WHERE ONE OUGHT TO WORSHIP." ...JESUS SAID TO HER, "WOMAN, BELIEVE ME, THE 
HOUR IS COMING WHEN YOU WILL NEITHER ON THIS MOUNTAIN, NOR IN JERUSALEM, 
WORSHIP THE FATHER. YOU WORSHIP WHAT YOU DO NOT KNOW; WE KNOW WHAT WE 
WORSHIP, FOR SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS. BUT THE HOUR IS COMING, AND NOW IS, 
WHEN THE TRUE WORSHIPERS WILL WORSHIP THE FATHER IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH; FOR 
THE FATHER IS SEEKING SUCH TO WORSHIP HIM. GOD IS SPIRIT, AND THOSE WHO 
WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH.” 

On the map, Sychar is near Mount Gerizim.  When she mentioned “this mountain” she was 
referring to it.  Jesus was saying the blessings of “this mountain” were about to be superseded by 
a New Covenant. This covenant would permanently grant the Holy Spirit to anyone who believed.


Her life was cursed like on Mount Ebal.  She had been married five times and now lived with a 
man who hadn’t married her. The reason for this was unknown. Perhaps each husband had died 
or she had been legally divorced. However, this was about to change.


F. Sychar 

She hailed from the picturesque town of Sychar, renowned for its fertile fields and hidden 
underground fountains that supplied Jacob’s well.  However, its name ironically translates to 
drunkenness or strong drink.


Located just a kilometre from the Canaanite city of Shechem where Abraham first fed his flock, 
Sychar was a city similar to Shechem.  It was a mocking play on words by the Jews who 
despised the Samaritans.  Interestingly after the Old Covenant was nailed to the cross and the 
Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost the same disciples would be “drunk” with the Holy Spirit 
under the New Covenant.  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8. Fifth Trumpet: Bottomless Pit Opened


I’ve covered this in detail in our discussion of the Five-Month Prophecy of Revelation from Nisan 
15 to Elul 14, 70 CE, as per the Hebrew calendar.  This period encompasses the first day of the 
siege until Jerusalem’s fall.


9. Fifth Bowl


REVELATION 16:10-11 
THEN THE FIFTH ANGEL POURED OUT HIS BOWL ON THE THRONE OF THE BEAST, AND 
HIS KINGDOM BECAME FULL OF DARKNESS; AND THEY GNAWED THEIR TONGUES 
BECAUSE OF THE PAIN. THEY BLASPHEMED THE GOD OF HEAVEN BECAUSE OF THEIR 
PAINS AND THEIR SORES, AND DID NOT REPENT OF THEIR DEEDS. 

This bowl is poured directly onto the beast’s throne unlike the second, third and fourth bowls.


A. Judgement on Rome 

Evidence suggests this judgement effectively targeted the beast’s very heart, which was Rome 
under Nero. The devastating fire in Rome in 64 CE plunged the city into darkness for nine days as 
the inferno blocked out the sun.  The following year a horrific plague claimed up to 30,000 lives.


B. Sores on Those Wanting to Join the Romans 

An alternative interpretation is specific to the Jews during the Great Tribulation. Simon Ben Giora, 
John of Gischala and the Idumeans injured and killed anyone who expressed a desire to cross or 
surrender to the Romans, representing the Beast. 


In April 67 CE, Simon and the Idumeans massacred the high priests, priesthood and their 
families.  Those wishing to allow the Romans entry into the city continued to follow the Mosaic 
Covenant until the final animal sacrifice on 17th July 70 CE.


Hunted for their wealth and even their bodies, they sought refuge in subterranean caves.  
However, once the siege of Jerusalem commenced these caves became the site of corpse 
disposal.  Consequently those who wished to allow the “Beast of Rome” into Jerusalem suffered 
severe skin diseases.  Forced into hiding they couldn’t buy or sell and ultimately died of thirst and 
starvation in the caves.  Those who survived failed to repent by continuing to follow the Old 
Covenant.
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10. Sixth Trumpet and Bowl: Euphrates Dries Up


During our discussion on the crossing of the Euphrates we discovered that this event also 
occurred during the Great Tribulation.


REVELATION 9:14-15 
SAYING TO THE SIXTH ANGEL WHO HAD THE TRUMPET, "RELEASE THE FOUR ANGELS 
WHO ARE BOUND AT THE GREAT RIVER EUPHRATES." SO THE FOUR ANGELS, WHO HAD 
BEEN PREPARED FOR THE HOUR AND DAY AND MONTH AND YEAR, WERE RELEASED TO 
KILL A THIRD OF MANKIND. 

To fully understand this prophecy a comprehensive study of the Greek text is crucial, 
complemented by an exploration of the Armies of the Euphrates.


Here is a summary of the lesson:


• The four angels were the commanders of the four legions


• Revelation 9 in Greek translates accurately as “Now the number of the horsemen’s army was 
ten thousand and a second army of ten thousand”.


• The first army of horsemen was the Tenth Legion Equestris, literally the “Legion of 
Horsemen”.  Its primary role was guarding the Euphrates.


• The ten-thousand-strong Twelfth Legion Fulminata, the second army, had been banished to 
the Euphrates in October 66 CE after its defeat by the Jews.
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11. Seventh Bowl: Earthquake in Jerusalem


The seventh angel hurls the bowl into the air, causing a spectacular display.


REVELATION 16:17-18 
THEN THE SEVENTH ANGEL POURED OUT HIS BOWL INTO THE AIR, AND A LOUD VOICE 
CAME OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF HEAVEN, FROM THE THRONE, SAYING, "IT IS DONE!" AND 
THERE WERE NOISES AND THUNDERINGS AND LIGHTNINGS; AND THERE WAS A GREAT 
EARTHQUAKE, SUCH A MIGHTY AND GREAT EARTHQUAKE AS HAD NOT OCCURRED 
SINCE MEN WERE ON THE EARTH. 

A. Jesus' Warning about Earthquakes 

Throughout the 40 years of Jesus’ Last Days Prophecy, as we explored in our topic on Last Days 
Proofs, there were far more earthquakes than at any other time in Jewish history.




The most significant event of that 40-year period was Jesus’ death and the subsequent 
resurrection of many people.  John then predicts that Jerusalem will be divided into three parts in 
the next verse.


REVELATION 16:19 
NOW THE GREAT CITY WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, AND THE CITIES OF THE 
NATIONS FELL.  

However, the city wasn’t divided into three parts by an earthquake then so this isn’t the one he 
was referring to.  We shouldn’t assume it was a physical earthquake either as he doesn’t say it 
caused it.  The text simply states the great city was divided into three.


B. Earthquake of 67 CE 

Another significant earthquake occurred in 67 CE.  This is detailed in our topic on 67 CE: Year of 
Signs, which describes a violent earthquake accompanied by a mighty noise and the sound of 
angels declaring “Let Us Go Hence”.


© Use by Permission Dr N Westerbeek van Eerten D.Miss Page  of 14 18

Earthquakes 30 - 70 CE

https://www.awakening.co.nz/teachings-jesus-last-days-prophecy/
https://www.awakening.co.nz/teachings-jesus-last-days-prophecy/
https://www.awakening.co.nz/teachings-jesus-last-days-prophecy/
https://www.awakening.co.nz/teachings-jesus-last-days-prophecy/
https://www.awakening.co.nz/teachings-jesus-last-days-prophecy/


Awakening Impact Ministries Bowls and Trumpets 
Of 

Revelation 

C. Jerusalem Divides Into Three 

Just a week after the earthquake, Simon arrives causing discord among Jerusalem’s Jewish 
leaders.  A month later John arrives and the Idumeans arrive in Jerusalem dividing the city into 
three sections.


• The Jews sympathetic to Roman rule

• Simon ben Giora and his army

• John and the Gentile Idumeans who would trample Jerusalem for the next forty-two months.


© Use by Permission Dr N Westerbeek van Eerten D.Miss Page  of 15 18

Signs from 63 CE to 70 CE



Awakening Impact Ministries Bowls and Trumpets 
Of 

Revelation 

12. Seventh Trumpet: Kingdom Proclaimed


REVELATION 11:15 
THEN THE SEVENTH ANGEL SOUNDED: AND THERE WERE LOUD VOICES IN HEAVEN, 
SAYING, "THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD HAVE BECOME THE KINGDOMS OF OUR LORD 
AND OF HIS CHRIST, AND HE SHALL REIGN FOREVER AND EVER!” 

A. After the Two Witnesses 

We first notice the separation of the seventh trumpet from the others.  Secondly, this is a blessing 
rather than a judgement like the previous trumpets or the bowls of wrath.


Between the other trumpets and the seventh are the Two Witnesses of Revelation.  Previously we 
learned these aren’t future individuals but rather the two anointings given to the church.  These 
are the priestly and kingly anointings mentioned by the apostles and exemplified throughout the 
period from Pentecost in 30 CE until Revelation’s writing.  Immediately after the seventh Trumpet, 
Revelation returns to the birth of Christ in Chapter 12.


B. Is This Resurrection Day? 

I’ve mentioned elsewhere that the Kingdom was available from the day Jesus died and rose 
again.  While that’s true, there are several reasons why the reference to the seventh trumpet is 
unlikely to be connected to the resurrection.


C. Linked to Other Trumpets 

The first reason is that this is a trumpet and trumpets are often associated with the Great 
Tribulation, particularly in 70 CE.  Therefore it’s reasonable to assume this is also connected to 
that event.


D. Wrath of God 

As we continue reading through the seventh trumpet we discover that the nations are angry and 
the wrath has arrived.


REVELATION 11:18 
THE NATIONS WERE ANGRY, AND YOUR WRATH HAS COME, 

The Roman army wasn’t a single nation of Romans but rather a diverse force comprising soldiers 
from across the known world.  Nero had been trying to appease the Jews until their defeat of the 
XIIth Legio fulminata on 28 October 66 CE.  This defeat, coupled with the capture of the golden 
eagle standard (the Aquila), angered the four legions in the area, Vespasian and Nero.


In December 66 CE, after the legion’s commander, Cestius Gallus, approached Nero, he ordered 
Vespasian to conquer the Jews. This sparked the First Jewish-Roman War and the Great 
Tribulation.


E. The Kingdoms of This World 

It was not until the destruction of the Temple, the killing of the High Priests and the fall of 
Jerusalem that the Jewish nation and the whole Old Covenant sacrificial system came to an end.


At that point the kingdoms of this world, especially the Jewish sacrifical system, came to an end. 
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F. The Kingdoms of Our Lord and His Christ 

In our discussion of 67 CE: A Year of Signs, we discovered that the 1260-Day, 1290-Day and 
1335-Day Prophecies of Daniel commenced on Passover that year.  This also marked the 
beginning of the 42-month Prophecy of Revelation.


In our discussion on Daniel’s 1335-day promise, starting Passover 67 CE, we explored the fate of 
the 97,000 Jewish captives after Jerusalem fell.  Around 60% of the Jews eventually arrived in 
Antioch with Titus. Many of them decided to stay and were brought to Christ over the next years. 
Antioch became the centre of Christendom for the next millennium, beginning the Millennium 
around 13 December 70 CE.


G. Millennial Reign 

In our topic on the Millennium we learned that this is not a literal one thousand years as it is a 
completely differnt word from a numerical thousand. It is during this Millennium that the church 
learns to rule and reign with Christ.


REVELATION 20:4 
AND I SAW THRONES, AND THEY SAT ON THEM, AND JUDGMENT WAS COMMITTED TO 
THEM. THEN I SAW THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN BEHEADED FOR THEIR 
WITNESS TO JESUS AND FOR THE WORD OF GOD, WHO HAD NOT WORSHIPED THE 
BEAST OR HIS IMAGE, AND HAD NOT RECEIVED HIS MARK ON THEIR FOREHEADS OR ON 
THEIR HANDS. AND THEY LIVED AND REIGNED WITH CHRIST FOR A THOUSAND YEARS. 

When we examine this verse it appears those beheaded ruled. However the word “AND” isn’t a 
copulative conjunction so it doesn’t necessarily mean the same people as those who had already 
died.  Furthermore the word “THEY” isn’t present in the Greek text so we can translate it as 
follows:


The Body of Christ lives and demonstrates resurrection 
life reigning with Christ as kings until the age’s end. 

H. Ask of Me 

If we want to Rule and Reign with Him, then we need to simply ask Him for it:


PSALMS 2:7-9 
"I WILL DECLARE THE DECREE: 
THE LORD HAS SAID TO ME, 
YOU ARE MY SON, 
TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU. 
ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE YOU 
THE NATIONS FOR YOUR INHERITANCE, 
AND THE ENDS OF THE EARTH FOR YOUR POSSESSION. 
YOU SHALL BREAK THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; 
YOU SHALL DASH THEM TO PIECES LIKE A POTTER'S VESSEL.’" 

While it’s true this refers to Jesus Christ, we shouldn’t assume “begotten” carries any special 
meaning like in John 3 where it specifically refers to the only begotten son (Gk: monogenes).  Here 
the Hebrew word is equivalent to the Greek “gene” meaning genetically a son.

This promise in Psalm 2 applies to you just as it did to Jesus.  You can ask God for the nations 
and since you rule and reign He will begin the process of giving them to you as an inheritance. I 
have travelled to every continent except Antarctica, witnessing over 50,000 people accept Christ 
and I believe God for even more.  The nations are my inheritance and yours too.
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13. Summary


A. First Three Angels 

The seven trumpets and bowls in Revelation are not chronological and they repeat events. The 
first trumpet and bowl describe the destruction of vegetation and a famine during the siege of 
Jerusalem. The second trumpet and bowl depict the judgement on the sea, referencing Jewish 
piracy and naval battles. The third trumpet and bowl portray the contamination of rivers and 
springs, leading to many deaths.


B. Fourth Angel 

The Greek word for ‘springs of water’ also refers to wells, a common Roman disposal site for the 
dead in Galilee and Judea. This practice, along with the killing of prophets and the darkening of 
heavenly bodies, is interpreted as a fulfilment of biblical prophecies. The fourth trumpet 
judgement, symbolising the death of one-third of the Jewish people, is linked to the siege of 
Jerusalem and the destruction of the Old Covenant blessings.


C. Fifth and Sixth Angel 

The fifth bowl judgement, poured directly onto the beast’s throne, symbolises Rome’s downfall 
under Nero. This was marked by devastating fire and a plague.  It also reflects the suffering of 
Jews during the five-month siege of Jerusalem, particularly those who yearned for Roman rule 
and faced persecution and death.  The sixth angel then permits the two legions to arrive from the 
Euphrates to aid Titus in destroying Jerusalem. These four legions, who destroy Jerusalem, are 
led by four demons mentioned in Revelation.


D. Seventh Angel 

The seventh bowl judgement, causing a great earthquake and dividing Jerusalem, is linked to the 
events of 67 CE, including the arrival of Simon ben Giora and the Idumeans, leading to the city’s 
division and the eventual fall of Jerusalem.


The seventh trumpet reflects the 1335-Day prophecy of Daniel and the start of the millennium.
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