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1. Introduction


Calendars of the First Century are different from ours. We cannot use our Gregorian 
calendar to unlock the prophetic numbers found in Daniel, the Gospels, and the Book of 
Revelation. None of the numbers related to the Great Tribulation will make sense until they 
are translated into the author's relevant calendar. 


For example, if we want to understand that there was a moon that turned red on 
September 8th, 70 CE, the night Jerusalem burned, we need to know that the NASA 
website providing this data uses the Julian calendar, not the Gregorian calendar. To find 
the Hebrew date, we first need the Julian date. Alternatively, to determine the dates of the 
three signs that initiated the 42-month prophecy, we must use the Hebrew Calendar to 
convert them to the corresponding Julian calendar dates. 


Daniel used the Hebrew calendar for his prophecies regarding the 2300-day Great 
Tribulation. If we interpret Revelation's five months or its 42-month prophecy using the 
Julian or Gregorian calendar, we may get confused.


A. Previously… 

So far in our series on the Great Tribulation, we have learned:


• When was the Great Tribulation?


• What was the Abomination of Desolation?


• Had the gospel been preached to all nations before the Great Tribulation?


• Why does Revelation equate Jerusalem to Sodom and Egypt?


• Who was Josephus, and is he a credible historian?


• What are the Seven Seals?


• How did the seals relate to the Great Tribulation?


• Was one quarter of the population killed, as Revelation says?


• Who were the 144,000?


B. This Lesson 

Then, in the following lessons, we will answer these questions:


• Understanding the various calendars of the Great Tribulation.


• Who were the armies crossing the Euphrates in Revelation?


• Why did Jesus say His coming would be like lightning from the east to the west?


• How long was the Great Tribulation — seven years or 2300 days?
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• Was one-third of the population killed, as Revelation says?


• When did the Great Tribulation begin?


• When did it end?


• When did the Christians flee Jerusalem?


• How many people were killed during the Great Tribulation?


• Why was there thirty minutes of silence in heaven?


• When was the forty-two-month prophecy of Revelation?


• What is the significance of the five-month prophecy in Revelation 9?


• What was Daniel's 1290 and 1335-day prophecy about?


• What is the importance of Antioch in the prophetic calendar?


• What was the blessing to those who lasted 1336 days?


2. Hebrew Calendar 
When Daniel prophesied, he was not using the Roman calendar, as it did not yet exist. 
Daniel was prophesying in Hebrew in Chapters 1-2:4a and 8-12, and was using the 
Hebrew calendar. The Hebrew calendar differs from the modern Gregorian and Julian 
(Roman) calendars.


A. Hebrew Calendar Calculator 

I have consulted a leading resource from Utrecht University on all prophecies to improve 
accuracy. However, we are still looking back 2000 years, so some inaccuracies may 
occur; overall, we are within a few days of accuracy with this system. I will summarise 
with some detail, and some readers may wish to verify my calculations for the 2300-day 
Tribulation; for this reason, I have included them later, along with a spreadsheet.


B. Lunisolar Calendar 

The Hebrew calendar follows a nineteen-year lunisolar cycle that begins in September. This cycle 
includes seven leap years occurring in the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, and 17th years. During a leap 
year, an extra month is added, usually in March.  


C. Leap Years 

Each non-lunar year is calculated to be between 353 and 355 days, according to this calendar, 
while each lunar year spans between 383 and 385 days. 
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Here is a table displaying the number of days and months in each year, along with the leap years 
during the Great Tribulation.


D. Months in the Hebrew Calendar 

The months of the Hebrew calendar are in this table:


Year CE Year # in 19-year 
cycle

Lunar or Non-Lunar # of Days # of months

65-66 CE 7th Non-Lunar 353 12

66-67 CE 8th Lunar 385 13

67-68 CE 9th Non-Lunar 353 12

68-69 CE 10th Non-Lunar 355 12

69-70 CE 11th Lunar 384 13

70-71 CE 12th Non-Lunar 355 12

71-72 CE 13th Non-Lunar 353 12

72-73 CE 14th Lunar 384 13

Hebrew month Civil month Number of Days of Days

Tishrei September/October 30

Cheshvan October/November 29 or 30

Kislev November/December 30 or 29

Tevet December/January 29

Shevat January/February 30

Adar February/March 29

Adar II or Adar Bet (leap years) March 29

Nisan March/April 30

Iyar April/May 29

Sivan May/June 30

Tammuz June/July 29

Av July/August 30

Elul August/September 29
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3. Macedonian Calendar


Josephus relied on the Ancient Macedonian calendar for most of his dates in his historical 
writings, though not all. It was based on the Babylonian calendar. Similar to the Hebrew 
calendar, it was lunisolar, with extra months and leap years added to keep in sync with 
the seasons. The dates generally aligned with the Roman (Julian) calendar, as you'll see 
as we work through the lessons.


4. Julian (Roman) Calendar


Julius Caesar introduced a more modern calendar in 46 CE. Because it is solar in origin, it 
has a leap year every 4th year. However, it gained 3.1 days per 400 years and was 
replaced by the Gregorian Calendar in 1582. The international standard is to use the 
Roman calendar when referring to dates in the first two centuries under consideration. For 
this reason, we will use the same standard unless explicitly informed otherwise. 


If you are interested in the Gregorian calendar date for any date in the first century CE, 
add two days. For example, the Julian 15th March 70 CE becomes the Gregorian 17th 
March 70 CE.


5. Tyre Calendar


This is another relevant calendar, as it seems Josephus occasionally used it. We will only 
refer to it when it applies to a specific prophecy.
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6. Timed Prophecies


A. Three and a Half Years 

These come in various formats:


• Three and a half years,

• A time, times and half a time.

• One thousand two hundred and sixty days


Futurist teaching suggests that these relate to the Great Tribulation. Surprisingly, they do not; 
instead, they pertain to the period before and after Jesus' death. We will discuss this in the next 
lesson.


B. Forty Two Months 

This period is mentioned in Revelation as the time when the Gentiles tread down Jerusalem.


REVELATION 11:2 
BUT LEAVE OUT THE COURT WHICH IS OUTSIDE THE TEMPLE, AND DO NOT MEASURE IT, 
FOR IT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE GENTILES. AND THEY WILL TREAD THE HOLY CITY 
UNDERFOOT FOR FORTY-TWO MONTHS. 

And to make war against the Jews:


REVELATION 13:5-7 
AND HE WAS GIVEN A MOUTH SPEAKING GREAT THINGS AND BLASPHEMIES, AND HE 
WAS GIVEN AUTHORITY TO CONTINUE FOR FORTY-TWO MONTHS. IT WAS GRANTED TO 
HIM TO MAKE WAR WITH THE SAINTS AND TO OVERCOME THEM. AND AUTHORITY WAS 
GIVEN HIM OVER EVERY TRIBE, TONGUE, AND NATION. 

This relates to the Great Tribulation, from the three signs mentioned in our lesson on the seven 
seals, on Nisan 15, 67 CE, to the destruction of Jerusalem on Elul 14, 70 CE.


• The heifer that produced a lamb,

• The east gate of the Temple opens by itself and 

• The bright light lasts for 30 minutes before fading.


Because they do not understand the Hebrew Calendar, futurists have assumed that the 1260 days 
of Daniel correspond to 42 months in Revelation.

This time period is covered in a later lesson in this series.


C. Five months 

REVELATION 9:10 
THEY HAD TAILS LIKE SCORPIONS, AND THERE WERE STINGS IN THEIR TAILS. THEIR 
POWER WAS TO HURT MEN FOR FIVE MONTHS. 

These five months marked Titus's siege of Jerusalem from Nisan 15, 70 CE, to its destruction on 
Elul 14, 70 CE. This period also carries its own lessons.
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D. 2300 Days 

This is the length of the Great Tribulation, about six years and four months. It is not seven years, 
as will be explained in the next lesson.


DANIEL 8:13-14 
THEN I HEARD A HOLY ONE SPEAKING; AND ANOTHER HOLY ONE SAID TO THAT CERTAIN 
ONE WHO WAS SPEAKING, “HOW LONG WILL THE VISION BE, CONCERNING THE DAILY 
SACRIFICES AND THE TRANSGRESSION OF DESOLATION, THE GIVING OF BOTH THE 
SANCTUARY AND THE HOST TO BE TRAMPLED UNDERFOOT?” 
AND HE SAID TO ME, “FOR TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED DAYS; THEN THE 
SANCTUARY SHALL BE CLEANSED.” 

This prophecy covers the entire Great Tribulation. It begins when Nero agrees to attack Jerusalem 
on December 23, 66 CE, after the Christians have evacuated Jerusalem. Its conclusion is when 
the first Jewish-Roman war ends with the fall of Masada on Passover Nisan 15, 73 CE.

And naturally, this has its own lesson too!


E. 1290 Days 

This begins simultaneously with the 42-month prophecy, Nisan 15, 67 CE.


DANIEL 12:11 
“AND FROM THE TIME THAT THE DAILY SACRIFICE IS TAKEN AWAY, AND THE 
ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION IS SET UP, THERE SHALL BE ONE THOUSAND TWO 
HUNDRED AND NINETY DAYS. 

It ends immediately after the games celebrating Domitian's birthday, when 10,000 captives were 
killed on Cheshvan 4 (27 October) 70 CE.


F. 1335 Days 

This final specific period begins on the same date and ends when the captive Jews finish their 
march at Antioch on Kilev 20 (December 13) 70 CE, after Titus proclaims their right to exist as a 
people.


DANIEL 12:12 
BLESSED IS HE WHO WAITS, AND COMES TO THE ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND 
THIRTY-FIVE DAYS. 

It is in this city that they find the blessing of being protected by other Jews, and many come to 
Christ, making it the true centre of Christianity, rivalling Rome for the next 1000 years.
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7. Summary


Josephus mainly used the Macedonian Calendar, which can be directly converted to the 
Julian Calendar. Using the Hebrew calendar calculator, we can determine the Hebrew 
days, months, and years, helping to clarify the prophecies. For those of us who are not 
Jewish, this remains a mystery, but for the Jews, it would have made much more sense.


Now that we have learned about the calendars and time periods mentioned in first-
century prophecies, we turn to the first of these: 1260 days, or three and a half years. This 
is not part of the Great Tribulation; instead, it relates to the time of Jesus's ministry and 
that of the apostles.
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