Dr Neville Westerbeek The Blossoming /&H&f
van Eerten D.Miss BVSc Fig Tree \“)

y‘ff/ﬂéﬂﬂ{{/{; ///////:{7
NS TR

1. Introduction

Jesus refers to "the fig tree blossoms” in His eschatological teaching on the coming of the Son of
Man.
MATTHEW 24:32-33
"NOW LEARN THIS PARABLE FROM THE FIG TREE: WHEN ITS BRANCH HAS ALREADY
BECOME TENDER AND PUTS FORTH LEAVES, YOU KNOW THAT SUMMER IS NEAR. SO
YOU ALSO, WHEN YOU SEE ALL THESE THINGS, KNOW THAT IT IS NEAR—AT THE DOORS!

A popular teaching is that this refers to the return to Israel; the blossoming and Jesus’ final
coming is the meaning of summer is near. Although the return of the Jews to the nation of Israel,
there is no biblical support that Israel is a fig or fig trees except where there is judgment on them.

When Jesus states that it is near, he does not mean in 2000 years. In each of the gospel
accounts, Jesus provides a time limitation of one generation. This is evident in the following verse.

MATTHEW 24:34
ASSUREDLY, | SAY TO YOU, THIS GENERATION WILL BY NO MEANS PASS AWAY UNTIL ALL
THESE THINGS OCCUR.

We examined the term "generation' in detail in the first of our eschatology series, “Jesus’' Last
Days Prophecy”, showing that it refers to a period of 40 years, not to an age? which is a
completely different word. Therefore, the blossoming of the fig tree must also occur within one
generation—otherwise Jesus' prophecy would have failed.

In this lesson, we will learn that the fig tree blossomed less than a week after it was prophesied,
thereby commencing the 40-year prophecy.

As we go through this topic, we will find that the fig tree is used as a sign of covenant with
individuals, from the first covenant with Adam to the New Covenant with Jews and Gentiles alike.
This covenant is based on belief in Jesus as the only begotten Son of God.

1 yeved genea; a generation; by implication, an age (the period or the persons): — age, generation,
time.

2aiwv aion; an age; perpetuity (also past); by implication, the world; specially (Jewish) a Messianic

period (present or future): — age, course, eternal, (for) ever(-more), (n-)ever, (beginning of the ,
while the) world (began, without end).

© Use by Permission  Awakening Impact Ministries Page 1 of 8


https://www.awakening.co.nz/teachings-jesus-last-days-prophecy/
https://www.awakening.co.nz/teachings-jesus-last-days-prophecy/

Dr Neville Westerbeek The Blossoming ﬁg
van Eerten D.Miss BVSc Fig Tree -

/ﬁﬂéﬂﬂlg; //l:ylm'i

MUINIS TRIES

2. lsrael the Olive Tree

Except where Israel is being spoken of under judgment, both the Old and New Testaments portray
the nation and people of Israel as an olive tree rather than a fig tree:

A. Old Testament
Speaking through Jeremiah, God describes Israel as an Olive Tree:

JEREMIAH 11:16

THE LORD CALLED YOUR NAME,

GREEN OLIVE TREE, LOVELY AND OF GOOD FRUIT.
WITH THE NOISE OF A GREAT TUMULT,

HE HAS KINDLED FIRE UPON IT,

AND ITS BRANCHES ARE BROKEN.

B. New Testament

Paul affirms that the nation of Israel and its people are represented by an olive tree.

ROMANS 11:23-24

AND THEY ALSO, IF THEY DO NOT CONTINUE IN UNBELIEF, WILL BE GRAFTED IN, FOR
GOD IS ABLE TO GRAFT THEM IN AGAIN. FOR IF YOU WERE CUT OUT OF THE OLIVE TREE
WHICH IS WILD BY NATURE, AND WERE GRAFTED CONTRARY TO NATURE INTO A
CULTIVATED OLIVE TREE, HOW MUCH MORE WILL THESE, WHO ARE NATURAL
BRANCHES, BE GRAFTED INTO THEIR OWN OLIVE TREE?

We will look at the fig tree and Israel’s judgement later
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3. Figs in Jeremiah

In 597 BCE, God showed Jeremiah two baskets of figs.

JEREMIAH 24:1-2

THE LORD SHOWED ME, AND THERE WERE TWO BASKETS OF FIGS AFTER
NEBUCHADNEZZAR KING OF BABYLON HAD CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE ... FROM
JERUSALEM, AND HAD BROUGHT THEM TO BABYLON. ONE BASKET HAD VERY GOOD
FIGS, LIKE THE FIGS THAT ARE FIRST RIPE; AND THE OTHER BASKET HAD VERY BAD FIGS
WHICH COULD NOT BE EATEN, THEY WERE SO BAD.

These figs correspond to the recent deportation of Judah’s leaders and anticipate the subsequent
fall of Jerusalem in 586 BCE.

A. Very Good (Blessed) Figs

The basket of very good figs is explained in the following verses:

JEREMIAH 24:5-6

"THUS SAYS THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL: 'LIKE THESE GOOD FIGS, SO WILL |
ACKNOWLEDGE THOSE WHO ARE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE FROM JUDAH, WHOM | HAVE
SENT OUT OF THIS PLACE FOR THEIR OWN GOOD, INTO THE LAND OF THE CHALDEANS.
FOR I WILL SET MY EYES ON THEM FOR GOOD, AND | WILL BRING THEM BACK TO THIS
LAND; | WILL BUILD THEM AND NOT PULL THEM DOWN, AND | WILL PLANT THEM AND
NOT PLUCK THEM UP.

Regarding the timing of the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem, those who were taken into
captivity by the Babylonians were the good figs. They would leave Jerusalem, and over the next
three generations, their descendants would return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and the temple.

B. Very Bad (Cursed) Figs

Now let us turn our attention to the other basket of figs. For those who choose to remain in
Jerusalem, the story is very different:

JEREMIAH 24:8-10

'AND AS THE BAD FIGS WHICH CANNOT BE EATEN, THEY ARE SO BAD... SO WILL | GIVE
UP ZEDEKIAH THE KING OF JUDAH, HIS PRINCES, THE RESIDUE OF JERUSALEM WHO
REMAIN IN THIS LAND, AND THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE LAND OF EGYPT. | WILL DELIVER
THEM TO TROUBLE INTO ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE EARTH, FOR THEIR HARM, TO BE A
REPROACH AND A BYWORD, A TAUNT AND A CURSE, IN ALL PLACES WHERE | SHALL
DRIVE THEM. AND | WILL SEND THE SWORD, THE FAMINE, AND THE PESTILENCE AMONG
THEM, TILL THEY ARE CONSUMED FROM THE LAND THAT | GAVE TO THEM AND THEIR
FATHERS.'"

Those who remained in Jerusalem during the Babylonian invasion are represented by the very bad
figs. The bad figs are those that stayed on the tree too long, while the good figs are those that
ripen early in the summer season.

At first, we might assume that this applies only to the Babylonian captivity. However, a more

careful study shows that it specifically looks forward to the time of Christ and the coming of the
New Covenant. We will look at this in Section 7 of this topic.
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4. Jesus Curses The Fig Tree.

Now that we have seen that Jesus referred to fig trees bringing forth leaves in a positive sense,
and that Jeremiah referred to figs in both a positive and a negative light, we need to see where
Jesus refers to figs in a negative sense.

A. Learn the Parable of the Fig Tree

In the verses where Jesus refers to the fig tree bringing forth new leaves, Jesus said:

MATTHEW 24:32
”NOW LEARN THIS PARABLE FROM THE FIG TREE: ...”

The Greek word for “learn” is pavBdvw (manthano), which means “to understand.” He was not just
saying, “Look at the fig tree”; He was saying, “Understand what the parable of the fig tree
means.” What was He referring to? He is reminding the disciples of what had happened a few
days previously immediately after He overturned the Temple money changers table:

MATTHEW 21:18-19

NOW, IN THE MORNING, AS HE RETURNED TO THE CITY, HE WAS HUNGRY. AND SEEING A
FIG TREE BY THE ROAD, HE CAME TO IT AND FOUND NOTHING ON IT BUT LEAVES AND
SAID TO IT, "LET NO FRUIT GROW ON YOU EVER AGAIN." IMMEDIATELY, THE FIG TREE
WITHERED AWAY.

This event’s significance is highlighted by Matthew’s description of the disciples’ response:

MATTHEW 21:20
AND WHEN THE DISCIPLES SAW IT, THEY MARVELLED, SAYING, "HOW DID THE FIG TREE
WITHER AWAY SO SOON?”

That they marvelled at this above all else they had seen means that when Jesus referred to
understanding the parable of the fig tree, they would immediately remember what had happened
a few days earlier.

The context of Matthew 24 is the coming judgment on Israel. Matthew 23 brings the woes upon
the religious leaders, and the majority of Matthew 24 refers to the destruction of the Temple and
the city of Jerusalem.

MATTHEW 24:2

AND JESUS SAID TO THEM, "DO YOU NOT SEE ALL THESE THINGS? ASSUREDLY, | SAY TO
YOU, NOT ONE STONE SHALL BE LEFT HERE UPON ANOTHER, THAT SHALL NOT BE
THROWN DOWN."
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5. Israel the Judged Fig Tree

Now let us look at the prophet Joel’s use of the withering of the fig tree as a prophecy of God’s
judgment on Israel.

A. Joel

To Jesus’ Jewish audience, the withered fig tree was a warning of the coming day of the Lord as
prophesied by Joel.

JOEL 1:7,12,15

HE HAS LAID WASTE MY VINE,

AND RUINED MY FIG TREE;

HE HAS STRIPPED IT BARE AND THROWN IT AWAY;
ITS BRANCHES ARE MADE WHITE.

THE VINE HAS DRIED UP,
AND THE FIG TREE HAS WITHERED;

ALAS FOR THE DAY!
FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD IS AT HAND;
IT SHALL COME AS DESTRUCTION FROM THE ALMIGHTY.

B. Coming Roman Army

The day of the Lord would come in judgment on Israel through the Roman Empire, who in Joel
2:18 is referred to the Northern Army.

JOEL 2:1

BLOW THE TRUMPET IN ZION,

AND SOUND AN ALARM IN MY HOLY MOUNTAIN!
LET ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND TREMBLE;
FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD IS COMING,

FOR IT IS AT HAND:

C. Day of the Lord

Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost identified the day of the Lord would be accompanied by
the sun turned into darkness and the moon into blood. And of course, we learned that these
occurred on Passover 70 CE, the night Jerusalem was surrounded by the four Roman armies then
again exactly five months later on the night Jerusalem was destroyed by those same armies.

ACTS 2:20

THE SUN SHALL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS,

AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD,

BEFORE THE COMING OF THE GREAT AND AWESOME DAY OF THE LORD.

Now let us consider the first fig leaf in scripture and its connection to the first covenant between

man and God, the Adamic Covenant. We will observe that the fig tree being cursed and Jesus’
prophecy about it bearing leaves are irrevocably linked to covenant.
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6. Fig Tree in Covenant

A. The Edenic Promise

The first promise God made granted humankind dominion over His creation.

GENESIS 1:26

THEN GOD SAID, "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, ACCORDING TO OUR LIKENESS; LET
THEM HAVE DOMINION OVER THE FISH OF THE SEA, OVER THE BIRDS OF THE AIR, AND
OVER THE CATTLE, OVER ALL THE EARTH AND OVER EVERY CREEPING THING THAT
CREEPS ON THE EARTH.”

B. Adamic Covenant

However, after Adam and Eve sinned, they felt ashamed and tried to cover themselves with fig
leaves.

GENESIS 3:7
THEN THE EYES OF BOTH OF THEM WERE OPENED, AND THEY KNEW THAT THEY WERE
NAKED; AND THEY SEWED FIG LEAVES TOGETHER AND MADE THEMSELVES COVERINGS.

God did not regard this as sufficient; instead, He provided them with garments of animal skin.
GENESIS 3:21
ALSO FOR ADAM AND HIS WIFE THE LORD GOD MADE TUNICS OF SKIN, AND CLOTHED
THEM

God’s provision of animal skins necessitated the shedding of blood. Blood shedding is a
fundamental element of every covenant God establishes with humanity

C. Humankind, Not Israel

The fig tree concerns humanity as a whole rather than the Jewish people. It would be more than
2,250 years before the Jews would become a distinct people through Jacob. The fig tree and its
leaves are linked to sin and humanity's attempt to cover shame with fig leaves to hide nakedness.
God's answer, however, is a covenant that requires the shedding of blood, foreshadowing Jesus'
death on the cross, to remove sin through the New Covenant.

Thus, the fig tree is associated with sin and with the covenant God made with humankind as a
whole, rather than with the Jewish people specifically.

D. Death Reigns
Romans teaches that death reigned from Adam to Moses.

ROMANS 5:14
NEVERTHELESS DEATH REIGNED FROM ADAM TO MOSES,...

It was never God'’s intention for sin to continue to reign and for this reason the parable of the fig
tree was important to Jesus and marvellous in the eys of the disciples

1 CORINTHIANS 15:56
THE STING OF DEATH IS SIN, AND THE STRENGTH OF SIN IS THE LAW.
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E. Strength of Sin Destroyed

In the following verse we find that sin reigned in death

ROMANS 5:20-21

MOREOVER THE LAW ENTERED THAT THE OFFENSE MIGHT ABOUND. BUT WHERE SIN
ABOUNDED, GRACE ABOUNDED MUCH MORE, SO THAT AS SIN REIGNED IN DEATH, EVEN
SO GRACE MIGHT REIGN THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS TO ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST OUR LORD.

Now let us return to Jesus cursing the fig tree and see what Jesus said next:
F. Sin Thrown into the Sea

There is an amazing scripture saying that if you speak to this mountain you can throw it into the
sea.

MATTHEW 21:21

SO JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM, "ASSUREDLY, | SAY TO YOU, IF YOU HAVE
FAITH AND DO NOT DOUBT, YOU WILL NOT ONLY DO WHAT WAS DONE TO THE FIG TREE,
BUT ALSO IF YOU SAY TO THIS MOUNTAIN, 'BE REMOVED AND BE CAST INTO THE SEA,' IT
WILL BE DONE.

This is a great faith scripture for preaching. However, we must look at it in context. If throwing a
mountain into the sea was a demonstration of faith, why did Jesus not do this?

Jesus was standing on Mount Olivet. This mountain is known for its olive trees; however, it was
also a mountain of fig trees, so much so that the village of Bethphage was on its slope.
Bethphage in Aramaic means “house of unripened figs.”

G. Sin is Forgotten, Not Just Covered
This is a direct fulfilling of:

MICAH 7:19

HE WILL AGAIN HAVE COMPASSION ON US,
AND WILL SUBDUE OUR INIQUITIES.

YOU WILL CAST ALL OUR SINS

INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA.

So he was saying that the mountain of figs representing the covering of sin can be removed
through faith! There is no more covering of sin; now our sins are forgiven and forgotten.

HEBREWS 8:12
FOR 1 WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR
LAWLESS DEEDS | WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."

When Jesus caused the fig tree to wither and die, He was
declaring that the law and death are dead, and all confessed
sin is thrown into the sea.
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7. Summer is Near

A. The Promise of Blessing

Having established that figs are associated with covenant and the withered fig tree a prophetic
sign of judgement, we should return to the original scripture.

MATTHEW 24:32-33

"NOW LEARN THIS PARABLE FROM THE FIG TREE: WHEN ITS BRANCH HAS ALREADY
BECOME TENDER AND PUTS FORTH LEAVES, YOU KNOW THAT SUMMER IS NEAR. SO
YOU ALSO, WHEN YOU SEE ALL THESE THINGS, KNOW THAT IT IS NEAR—AT THE DOORS!

Some interpret Jesus’ statements about the near future as referring to events in the next 2,000
years. However, it is important to remember that Jesus was speaking to human beings and that
the events He described would occur within five to seven days, as He established a new covenant
based on faith through His sacrificial death.

B. Good Figs

If we remember that there were good figs and bad figs in Jeremiah’s prophecy, the good figs
would have a heart to know God and would come into a covenant relationship with Him.

JEREMIAH 24:5, 7

"THUS SAYS THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL: 'LIKE THESE GOOD FIGS, ... THEN | WILL
GIVE THEM A HEART TO KNOW ME, THAT | AM THE LORD; AND THEY SHALL BE MY
PEOPLE, AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD, FOR THEY SHALL RETURN TO ME WITH THEIR
WHOLE HEART.

The highlighted words are the most important clauses of the New Covenant God makes with
those who believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

HEBREWS 8:10-11

FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT | WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER
THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: | WILL PUT MY LAWS IN THEIR MIND AND WRITE THEM ON
THEIR HEARTS; AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. NONE OF
THEM SHALL TEACH HIS NEIGHBOR, AND NONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE
LORD,' FOR ALL SHALL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST OF THEM TO THE GREATEST OF
THEM.

The withering fig tree represents the covenants that empower death and sin no
longer having power over those who believe Jesus is the Son of God and receive the
Great Exchange: confessing their sins to receive God’s righteousness.

Jesus’ reference to the fig tree bearing leaves does not signify the return of Jews to
Israel. It is the establishment of the New Covenant when Jesus died a few days

later.
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