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1. Introduction

The lifestyle of the prophet is crucial to the prophet's calling because God desires to give
us more authority than our current level. Therefore, growing into the next level of glory
requires allowing God to develop our character.

The lifestyle of the prophet is the second in this series on the prophet's ministry.
Understanding New Testament prophecy and the gift of prophecy is a prerequisite for
understanding the prophet. We need to be proficient in these before God chooses us as
prophets.

Because we declare the oracle of God when we prophesy, being aware of how we speak
is critical to our ministry as a prophet or prophetess. The devil wants to destroy our
prophetic authority, so awareness of his schemes is crucial to the next step. In this lesson,
we will use the teaching of the Apostle Peter from the first chapter of his second epistle,
where he declares:

2 PETER 2:20-21

KNOWING THIS FIRST, NO PROPHECY OF SCRIPTURE IS OF ANY PRIVATE
INTERPRETATION, FOR PROPHECY NEVER CAME BY THE WILL OF MAN, BUT HOLY
MEN OF GOD SPOKE AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MOVED THEM.

2. Set Apart to God

A. Sanctification

When called and chosen as a prophet of God, we are set apart to the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Biblically, set apart is termed sanctification. Separated means that your lifestyle as a
prophet is no longer your own. Being a prophet means you may be misunderstood by
many. If you are going to be a prophet to more than your local area, you may go places
and do things that make no sense to other people, but in the end, they will see the fruit
and realise that it was the hand of God.

JEREMIAH 1:4-5

THEN THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ME, SAYING:
"BEFORE | FORMED YOU IN THE WOMB, | KNEW YOU;
BEFORE YOU WERE BORN, | SANCTIFIED YOU;

| ORDAINED YOU A PROPHET TO THE NATIONS.”

B. Escaping the Corruption of the World

In his teaching of character, Peter starts with separation from the world.

2 PETER 1:4

BY WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO US EXCEEDINGLY GREAT AND PRECIOUS
PROMISES, THAT THROUGH THESE YOU MAY BE PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE
NATURE, HAVING ESCAPED THE CORRUPTION IN THE WORLD THROUGH LUST.
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Prophets declare the exceedingly great and precious promises of God prophetically. So,
they must not love the things of this world above their love for God. James puts it this way.

JAMES 4:4

ADULTERERS AND ADULTERESSES! DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT FRIENDSHIP WITH
THE WORLD IS ENMITY WITH GOD? WHOEVER, THEREFORE, WANTS TO BE A
FRIEND OF THE WORLD MAKES HIMSELF AN ENEMY OF GOD.

In the lifestyle of prophets, we do not want to make the Holy Spirit jealous!

JAMES 4:5
OR DO YOU THINK THE SCRIPTURE SAYS IN VAIN, "THE SPIRIT WHO DWELLS IN US

YEARNS JEALOUSLY”?

C. Sanctification Also Means Holiness

Sanctification is not just living a life separated from the world unto God. It also means a
lifestyle of holiness.

Holiness comes from the Greek word dylog hagios, which means pure or morally
blameless. For this reason, prophetic people need to allow God to grow them from glory to
glory, not just in our gifts but also in our character.

D. Victory Over Sin

Therefore, being sanctified includes victory over sin.

ROMANS 6:11-14

LIKEWISE, YOU ALSO RECKON YOURSELVES TO BE DEAD TO SIN BUT ALIVE TO
GOD IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.

THEREFORE, DO NOT LET SIN REIGN IN YOUR MORTAL BODY; YOU SHOULD OBEY
IT IN ITS LUSTS.

AND DO NOT PRESENT YOUR MEMBERS AS INSTRUMENTS OF
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS TO SIN, BUT PRESENT YOURSELVES TO GOD AS BEING ALIVE
FROM THE DEAD, AND YOUR MEMBERS AS INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
TO GOD.

FOR SIN SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU, FOR YOU ARE NOT UNDER LAW
BUT UNDER GRACE.

3. Lifestyle of Faith and Boldness
A. Faith and Boldness

Peter continues in his second epistle by referring chronologically to the first of the
character requirements - faith.
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2 PETER 1:5-7

BUT ALSO FOR THIS VERY REASON, GIVING ALL DILIGENCE, ADD TO YOUR FAITH
VIRTUE, TO VIRTUE KNOWLEDGE, KNOWLEDGE SELF-CONTROL, SELF-CONTROL
PERSEVERANCE, PERSEVERANCE GODLINESS, GODLINESS BROTHERLY
KINDNESS, AND BROTHERLY KINDNESS LOVE.

Faith is the first requirement for any prophetic ministry.

ROMANS 12:6

HAVING THEN GIFTS DIFFERING ACCORDING TO THE GRACE THAT IS GIVEN TO US,
LET US USE THEM: IF PROPHECY, LET US PROPHESY IN PROPORTION TO OUR
FAITH;

When we operate with boldness and faith, we are rewarded when God confirms the
prophetic word.

HEBREWS 10:35
THEREFORE, DO NOT CAST AWAY YOUR CONFIDENCE, WHICH HAS GREAT
REWARD.

Although faith is the start of this journey, it must always result in more significant character
development. My greatest triumphs of faith result in more significant trials that develop
character. We find that once we have grown from faith to love, we restart the process at a
new level of glory and faith:

2 PETER 1:8
FOR IF THESE THINGS ARE YOURS AND ABOUND, YOU WILL BE NEITHER BARREN
NOR UNFRUITFUL IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

God wants us to grow from faith to faith:

ROMANS 1:17
FOR IN IT, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IS REVEALED FROM FAITH TO FAITH; AS
IT IS WRITTEN, "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”

And grace to grace:

JAMES 4:6

BUT HE GIVES MORE GRACE. THEREFORE, HE SAYS:
"GOD RESISTS THE PROUD,

BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”

4. Lifestyle of Virtue

Next in the prophet's lifestyle is character progression, which is virtue.
2 PETER 1:5

BUT ALSO FOR THIS VERY REASON, GIVING ALL DILIGENCE, ADD TO YOUR FAITH
VIRTUE, TO VIRTUE KNOWLEDGE,
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Virtue differs from English, meaning "behaviour of high moral standards."
In the New Testament, virtue comes from the Greek word dpétn areté, which means
manliness (valour), i.e. excellence.

A. Manliness

We need courage if we want to walk in a prophet's office. Our peers may misunderstand
us, including our leaders. Misunderstandings require courage if we are to take our
promised land:

JOSHUA 1:6-7

BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS, FOR TO THIS PEOPLE YOU SHALL DIVIDE THE
LAND | SWORE TO THEIR FATHERS TO GIVE THEM AS AN INHERITANCE. ONLY BE
STRONG AND VERY COURAGEOUS, THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE TO DO ACCORDING
TO ALL THE LAW WHICH MOSES, MY SERVANT, COMMANDED YOU; DO NOT TURN
FROM IT TO THE RIGHT HAND OR THE LEFT, THAT YOU MAY PROSPER WHEREVER
YOU GO.

For example, Paul confronted Peter before Barnabas and the other Jews.

GALATIANS 2:11-12

NOW WHEN PETER HAD COME TO ANTIOCH, | WITHSTOOD HIM TO HIS FACE,
BECAUSE HE WAS TO BE BLAMED; FOR BEFORE CERTAIN MEN CAME FROM
JAMES, HE WOULD EAT WITH THE GENTILES; BUT WHEN THEY CAME, HE
WITHDREW AND SEPARATED HIMSELF, FEARING THOSE WHO WERE OF THE
CIRCUMCISION.

Peter, by his actions, was compelling Gentiles to live like Jews.

GALATIANS 2:14

BUT WHEN | SAW THAT THEY WERE NOT STRAIGHTFORWARD ABOUT THE TRUTH
OF THE GOSPEL, | SAID TO PETER BEFORE THEM ALL, "IF YOU, BEING A JEW, LIVE
IN THE MANNER OF GENTILES AND NOT AS THE JEWS, WHY DO YOU COMPEL
GENTILES TO LIVE AS JEWS?

B. Excellence

The other meaning of the Greek word for virtue is excellence. God wants us to use
excellence in our gifts.

JOSHUA 1:8

THIS BOOK OF THE LAW SHALL NOT DEPART FROM YOUR MOUTH, BUT YOU
SHALL MEDITATE IN IT DAY AND NIGHT, THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE TO DO
ACCORDING TO ALL THAT IS WRITTEN IN IT. FOR THEN YOU WILL MAKE YOUR
WAY PROSPEROUS, AND THEN YOU WILL HAVE GOOD SUCCESS.

5. Growing in Knowledge

Next in Peter's ascension to glory is knowledge:

2 PETER 1:5
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BUT ALSO FOR THIS VERY REASON, GIVING ALL DILIGENCE, ADD TO YOUR FAITH
VIRTUE, TO VIRTUE KNOWLEDGE,

A. Diligence in Knowledge

It is necessary not just to read the word of God through a prophetic view but also to have
a sound theological basis. Our lifestyle as a prophet must include a hunger for the word of
God. Peter uses the phrase diligence above. Paul says the same to his "son" Timothy:

2 TIMOTHY 2:15
BE DILIGENT IN PRESENTING YOURSELF APPROVED TO GOD, A WORKER WHO
DOES NOT NEED TO BE ASHAMED, RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH.

An example of wrong theology causing false prophecy happened at the start of the
COVID-19 outbreak, where even the most well-recognised prophets erred because of
faulty theology. | first noted Covid in December of 2019. | prophetically warned people
from January 20th 2020, that this would be a long pandemic (people were only warning of
an epidemic at that time). Then, in February, ten well-known prophets with worldwide
recognised ministries prophesied the end of COVID-19 by Passover 2020. As Passover
approached with no sign of finishing, they changed it to Pentecost 2020. Pentecost, of
course, passed as well, with the pandemic only worsening.

Why did they make this error that brought the prophetic ministry into disrepute? Because
false theology may result in false prophecies. The written word of God must precede
God's prophetic word. These prophets believed that Jewish feasts, like the Feast of
Trumpets and the Feast of Tabernacles, are still active today, which is not true as they
have been fulfilled in Christ. Because they believed they were still active, they prophesied
out of their minds instead of the Spirit. If theologically, they had positioned themselves
correctly in the word of God, they would not have made this mistake.

JEREMIAH 23:18

FOR WHO HAS STOOD IN THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD,
AND HAS PERCEIVED AND HEARD HIS WORD?

WHO HAS MARKED HIS WORD AND HEARD IT?

True prophets are men and women of the Word of God, not relying on what they have
believed but constantly studying the Bible to ensure they are theologically correct.
Prophets need to submit themselves to both teachers and apostles.

6. Wisdom and the prophet
Next in the growing of character is self-control:
2 PETER 1:6
TO KNOWLEDGE SELF-CONTROL, TO SELF-CONTROL PERSEVERANCE, TO
PERSEVERANCE GODLINESS,

| think of self-control through the nature of wisdom.
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A. Faith and Wisdom

Because of the prophet's governmental and foundational aspects, faith and wisdom are
essential to the prophet's/prophetess's lifestyle.

We have already seen the importance of faith and boldness as a prophet, the first part of
the character God wants to develop in them. Now, let us look at wisdom.

B. Mystery of his Will

In Fellowship of the Mystery of His Will, we learnt that the church’s prime responsibility is
to display to principalities and powers the authority to overcome evil spirits. We all,
including the prophets, have an anointing from the Holy Spirit to destroy the enemy's
works.

There are two sides to ministry.

EPHESIANS 3:10-12

TO THE INTENT THAT NOW THE MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD MIGHT BE MADE
KNOWN BY THE CHURCH TO THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS IN THE HEAVENLY
PLACES, ACCORDING TO THE ETERNAL PURPOSE WHICH HE ACCOMPLISHED IN
CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD, IN WHOM WE HAVE BOLDNESS AND ACCESS WITH
CONFIDENCE THROUGH FAITH IN HIM

On one side, faith and boldness, and on the other side, wisdom, are essential to effective
ministry.

C. Wisdom

Wisdom is essential when we minister in the office of the prophet. Sometimes, the gift can
be incredibly sharp and clear, and we think we have the interpretation. However, Paul
warns us that we need to be aware we do not see everything as perfectly as we think we
do:

1 CORINTHIANS 13:9
FOR WE KNOW IN PART, AND WE PROPHESY IN PART.

Therefore, even as an experienced prophet, it is wise to wait on God for the interpretation,
the timing, who it is for, and how it will be delivered. | often ask God-specific questions,
allowing God's peace to lead me. By doing this, God promises to assist us in providing the
prophecy to the right persons, at the right time, with the correct interpretation and
delivered accurately.

JAMES 1:5

IF ANY OF YOU LACKS WISDOM, LET HIM ASK OF GOD, WHO GIVES TO ALL
LIBERALLY AND WITHOUT REPROACH, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO HIM.
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7. Perseverance and Prophets
In Peter's list, after self-control comes perseverance.

2 PETER 1:6
TO KNOWLEDGE SELF-CONTROL, TO SELF-CONTROL PERSEVERANCE, TO
PERSEVERANCE GODLINESS,

Being a prophet means there will be periods of being hidden away by God and then times
of just standing still.

A. Hidden

God may hide the prophet from the public or church eye for extended periods, often with
little prophetic voice. This does not mean we do not fellowship with the saints, but that we
may find ourselves separated from people and alone with God.

1 KINGS 17:5-7

SO [ELIJAH] WENT AND DID ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR HE
WENT AND STAYED BY THE BROOK CHERITH, WHICH FLOWS INTO THE JORDAN.
THE RAVENS BROUGHT HIM BREAD AND MEAT IN THE MORNING, AND BREAD AND
MEAT IN THE EVENING; AND HE DRANK FROM THE BROOK. AND IT HAPPENED
AFTER A WHILE THAT THE BROOK DRIED UP BECAUSE THERE HAD BEEN NO RAIN
IN THE LAND.

A personal example of perseverance has been when | had not preached for years! God

would not allow me to preach because God wanted to eliminate my desire for prominence
and significance. It is hard for someone who wants to be significant for God to go through
this trial, but necessary so that our desires do not drive us for prominence or significance.

B. Standing

Sometimes, the lifestyle of the prophet requires perseverance by residing in the
geographic area until the prophet's authority causes strongholds to break. The prophetic
apostle has an anointing to possess the land.

We see an example of this in the first prophet mentioned in the Bible, Abraham, who did
little in the area of prophecy.

GENESIS 20:7

THEREFORE, RESTORE THE MAN'S WIFE; FOR [ABRAHAM] IS A PROPHET, AND HE
WILL PRAY FOR YOU, AND YOU SHALL LIVE. BUT IF YOU DO NOT RESTORE HER,
KNOW THAT YOU SHALL SURELY DIE, YOU AND ALL WHO ARE YOURS.”

Most of his prophesying was walking the land that others would later possess. His walking
was a prophetic act.

Christine and | co-laboured with God to see revival come to the Yolngu people. Once the
revival was well underway, we were sent to a town called Ramingining, the centre of
witchcraft in Australasia. The revival continued to grow all around us except for in
Ramingining. By standing, we saw God bring the breakthrough we had been looking for: to
see people no longer following a mixture of Jesus and their ancestral spirits. They decided
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only to follow Jesus and turn away from worshipping the evil spirits. When we left the field
six years later, all the Yolngu villages followed Jesus.

8. Godly Lifestyle

In the passage from Peter's second epistle, we find that the prophet's lifestyle
requires godliness after self-control.

2 PETER 1:5-7
BUT ALSO FOR THIS VERY REASON, GIVING ALL DILIGENCE, ADD TO YOUR FAITH

VIRTUE, TO VIRTUE KNOWLEDGE, TO KNOWLEDGE SELF-CONTROL, TO SELF-
CONTROL PERSEVERANCE, TO PERSEVERANCE GODLINESS,

Godliness is essential to the ministry of the prophet.
A. Bridling the Tongue

Because the prophet can have great authority to speak into existence things that are not
yet in existence (for example, couples unable to have children, able to have a child), the
prophet must learn how to control their tongue. Our tongue needs to be sanctified and set
apart to God.

JAMES 3:4-5

LOOK ALSO AT SHIPS: ALTHOUGH THEY ARE SO LARGE AND ARE DRIVEN BY
FIERCE WINDS, THEY ARE TURNED BY A VERY SMALL RUDDER WHEREVER THE
PILOT DESIRES. EVEN SO, THE TONGUE IS A LITTLE MEMBER AND BOASTS GREAT

THINGS.
SEE HOW GREAT A FOREST A LITTLE FIRE KINDLES!

This means that the prophet's standard of language must be higher than that of others.
Others may consider swearing unimportant, but the prophet must consider even these
things as breaching their separation from God.

EPHESIAN 4:29
LET NO CORRUPT WORD PROCEED OUT OF YOUR MOUTH, BUT WHAT IS GOOD
FOR NECESSARY EDIFICATION, THAT IT MAY IMPART GRACE TO THE HEARERS.

We must remember the importance of the prophet watching their tongue. We must keep in
mind that we are the mouthpiece of God.

B. Blessing and Cursing

Because God wants to give us authority, we must be careful not to curse people. If we
start cursing, God will not give us more dominion because He does not want the prophet's
authority used for the wrong purpose.
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JAMES 3:8-9

BUT NO MAN CAN TAME THE TONGUE. IT IS AN UNRULY EVIL, FULL OF DEADLY
POISON. WITH IT, WE BLESS OUR GOD AND FATHER, AND WITH IT, WE CURSE MEN
WHO HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE SIMILITUDE OF GOD.

While on the mission field, a prophetess killed a man's wife by misusing her prophetic gift.
Some watching thought the prophecy must have been God because the woman died.
However, that was not the case. Because the couple did not understand this was a false
prophecy, the husband and wife incorrectly believed her words. Their belief in the
prophecy empowered the devil to kill the woman, as she gave up living because "God had
spoken" She died within a fortnight because she believed the lie. We must never use our
prophetic gift to curse people.

C. Oracle of God

When we are prophesying, being careful about speaking is even more critical. Referring to
the proclamation ministries, the apostle Peter reminds us that we speak as God's
mouthpiece when we minister as prophets or prophetesses.

1 PETER 4:11
IF ANYONE SPEAKS, LET HIM SPEAK AS THE ORACLES OF GOD.

9. Being Kind

2 PETER 1:5-7

BUT ALSO FOR THIS VERY REASON, GIVING ALL DILIGENCE, ADD TO YOUR FAITH
VIRTUE, TO VIRTUE KNOWLEDGE, TO KNOWLEDGE SELF-CONTROL, TO SELF-
CONTROL PERSEVERANCE, TO PERSEVERANCE GODLINESS, TO GODLINESS
BROTHERLY KINDNESS, AND TO BROTHERLY KINDNESS LOVE.

Brotherly kindness is being kind regularly, very different from a single act of kindness to a
stranger in need. Brotherly kindness is an ongoing sacrifice to those around us, our
immediate family, a work colleague, or a close neighbour. It stands to reason that this
integrity was placed on Peter's list after we attained high self-control!

A. Essential to Teamwork

Living and working in a team situation requires self-sacrifice and understanding our
brothers' points of view. We need to help those around us by encouraging and praising
them instead of being critical.

B. Apostle Paul's Unkindness

Paul is an example of someone who failed the test of brotherly kindness. He argued with
Barnabas about taking John Mark along on their missionary journey. Barnabas was an
encourager and showed brotherly kindness, extending grace to John Mark:

ACTS 15:37
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NOW BARNABAS WAS DETERMINED TO TAKE WITH THEM JOHN CALLED MARK.

Because John Mark had previously deserted Paul on the last trip, Paul wasn't keen on
giving him a second chance.

ACTS 15:38

BUT PAUL INSISTED THAT THEY SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH THEM THE ONE WHO
HAD DEPARTED FROM THEM IN PAMPHYLIA AND HAD NOT GONE WITH THEM TO
WORK.

As a result, Paul and Barnabas separated:

ACTS 15:39
THEN, THE CONTENTION BECAME SO SHARP THAT THEY PARTED FROM ONE
ANOTHER. AND SO BARNABAS TOOK MARK AND SAILED TO CYPRUS;

Paul was in the wrong and paid the price by not having any friends except for Luke in his
later years. He asked John Mark to reunite with him. Paul only wanted to be reunited
because John Mark was helpful to Paul in the ministry.

2 TIMOTHY 4:11
ONLY LUKE IS WITH ME. GET MARK AND BRING HIM WITH YOU, FOR HE IS
HELPFUL TO ME FOR MINISTRY.

By having a lifestyle of kindness, the prophet will be more effective in seeing
breakthroughs by building an effective team around them.

10. Lifestyle of Love

The last step in the cycle that Peter talks about is love:

2 PETER 1:5-7

BUT ALSO FOR THIS VERY REASON, GIVING ALL DILIGENCE, ADD TO YOUR FAITH
VIRTUE, TO VIRTUE KNOWLEDGE, TO KNOWLEDGE SELF-CONTROL, TO SELF-
CONTROL PERSEVERANCE, TO PERSEVERANCE GODLINESS, TO GODLINESS
BROTHERLY KINDNESS, AND TO BROTHERLY KINDNESS LOVE.

A lifestyle of love will ensure that the prophet does not speak in a manner that displeases
or dishonours God.

1 JOHN 4:8
HE WHO DOES NOT LOVE DOES NOT KNOW GOD, FOR GOD IS LOVE.

Also
1 CORINTHIANS 13:2
AND THOUGH | HAVE THE GIFT OF PROPHECY AND UNDERSTAND ALL MYSTERIES

AND ALL KNOWLEDGE, AND THOUGH | HAVE ALL FAITH SO THAT | COULD REMOVE
MOUNTAINS BUT HAVE NO LOVE, | AM NOTHING.
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11. Prophets and Ethics

A.

Itinerant Ministry

When a prophet ministers in a church but not as the senior leader, the prophet needs to
remember that although they may be second in importance when it comes to ministry
gifts, they must be subject to the local church where they are ministering.

Respecting Other Ministry Gifts

Because prophets hear and see into the spiritual realm clearer than others, there are risks
for the prophet. The prophet needs to stay humble and respect the views of the other
ministries. In particular, the teacher is one whom the prophet will have difficulty
appreciating. Yet they are potentially the most important to them, ensuring the prophet
does not prophesy out of incorrect theology or become too "spiritual”, seeing things of
their mind rather than the mind of God. Some prophets have gone astray, being seduced
by demons and transforming themselves into angels of light.

12. Summary of the Lifestyle of the Prophet

In New Testament Prophecy, we discovered what prophecy in the new covenant
looks like. We then looked at the gift of prophecy and the prophet's ministry. In this
lesson, we have learned:

» The lifestyle of the prophet is separated from the world and separated unto God.
 Itis a lifestyle of victory over sin.

» The lifestyle of the prophet requires a balance of character and gifting.

* |t requires faith, boldness, and courage.

» Wisdom must balance faith if prophets are to dispossess the devil's territory
successfully.

* There needs to be a thorough understanding of theology because if theology is
faulty, the prophecy will be a mixture of God and the person's mind.

» The prophet needs to control the tongue if they want to grow in their authority
and influence.

» Brotherly kindness and love are essential to the office of the prophet.

« We must maintain a high level of ethical integrity with the other ministry gifts.

Finally, in these two series on prophecy, we will look at the spirit of Jezebel and the
prophet's authority to displace this spirit.
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